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DISCLAIMER 
 
The details contained in this document are intended as a general guide for using Steel Stud 
Manufacturers Association (SSMA) member products.  These products should not be used in design or 
construction without an independent evaluation by a qualified engineer or architect to verify the suitability 
of a particular product for use in a specific application. The SSMA and its members assume no liability 
for failure resulting from the use or misapplication of the detail drawings contained herein.  

 
This document may not be reproduced or distributed in any form, electronic or otherwise, without the 
express written consent of SSMA. 
 
In no event will SSMA be liable for any damages, including loss of data or information of any kind, lost 
profits, cost of cover or any other special, incidental, consequential or indirect damages arising out of 
this agreement or the use or inability to use the details, however caused, and on any theory of liability.   
 
Warning: 
This electronic file is furnished without guarantee of compatibility with recipient’s hardware or software 
and may contain undetected viruses or other harmful material.  It is recommended that the recipient 
check the electronic file prior to use.  SSMA assumes no responsibility for damage to user’s property as 
a result of receiving and/or using the electronic file. 
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CRIPPLE STUD
Use of cripple stud to receive head/sill tracks at the 
jamb studs helps maintain alignment of finishes. 
Back to back header reduces web-crippling 
reinforcement requirements. 
Using a wider flange and thicker jamb stud material 
reduces cost of installation compared to built-up jamb 
studs. 
Using a wider flange reduces possibility of installing a 
wall stud as a jamb stud.
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Back to Back Header

Single Jamb


Page 5
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Use of cripple stud to receive head/sill tracks at the 
jamb studs helps maintain alignment of finishes. 
Back to back header reduces web-crippling 
reinforcement requirements. 
Boxed jamb studs welded together reduces material 
build-up and finish problems.

1.

2.
 
3.

ADVANTAGES:

Window - Load Bearing
Back to Back Header

Boxed Jamb


Page 6



CRIPPLE STUD

CRIPPLE STUD

TRACK PIECE 
@ OPEN SIDE

JAMB

SILL

TYPICAL BASE 
ANCHORAGE

INFILL STUD

ADDITIONAL 
ANCHORAGE 
@ JAMB

BASE TRACK

ANGLE

HEADER TRACKS

HEADER 
MEMBERS

INFILL STUD ADVANTAGES:
Use of cripple stud to receive head/sill tracks at the 
jamb studs helps maintain alignment of finishes. 
Back to back header reduces web-crippling 
reinforcement requirements. 
Using a back to back jamb with a track cap piece at the 
opening eliminates welding so that thinner material can 
be used depending on the load requirements.
Reduces the need to reinforce the web at the end 
reactions of the jamb studs.

1.

2.
 
3.

4.

Window - Load Bearing
Back to Back Header
Back to Back Jamb
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ADVANTAGES:
Eliminates extending wall above top of ceiling.1.
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ADVANTAGES:
Wide flat straps eliminate doubling the number of screws 
if corner gussets are used.
A thin flat strap reduces the material build-up that can 
create finish problems.

1.

2.
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Shearwall X-Bracing
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ADVANTAGES:
Locating web stiffener on back side of web is easier 
to install than fitting the stiffener between joist 
flanges.
Using screws to connect the web stiffeners is more 
economical than using a series of weld segments.

1.

2.
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